	Week in Review: November 22-28 
Alex Shvartsman
Grand Prix: Buenos Aires
A number of pro players from North America traveled to this 300 person tournament. Their chances looked good in a tournament with few local pros. However, this was one of those very rare Grand Prix when no name players managed a Top 8 finish. 
Top 8 and notable pros final standings:
1 Araiza, Hugo               Pandeburst
2 Witt, Walter               Ponza
3 Huerta, Pablo              Sligh
4 Le Saux, Rafael            CounterSliver
5 Ostrovich, Diego           Pandeburst
6 Barbero, Jose              NecroDonate
7 Duering, Emanuel           White Weenie
8 Bollatti, Matias           TradeSurvival
9 Pustilnik, Michael         NecroDonate
13 Shvartsman, Alex          Suicide Black
19 Williams, David           Oath
25 Godinez-Estrada, Gerardo  CounterSliver
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20011102223737im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/GPBA00/920.jpg]Dan OMS (Hatred), Steve OMS (Oath) and James Stroud (Oath) all made Day 2 but all missed the Top 32 mark by a match.
Araiza, a 27 year old player from Mexico City, has qualified for his very first Pro Tour by winning this tournament. Notably, many of the top 8 players had 1700 rating flags, which means they will be earning considerable sums of prize money for their efforts this weekend.
For complete coverage of GP Buenos Aires, click here: www.wizards.com/sideboard/event.asp?event=GPBA00
Grand Prix: Florence
While Pandeburst seems to be dominating tournaments in far-away places like Australia and South America, in Europe it is still all about NecroDonate. This archetype has dominated the impressive top 8 out of a field of almost 600 competitors. 
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20011102223737im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/GPFLO00/192.jpg]Benedikt Klauser of Austria, whose top finish was top 8 at PT Chicago a few years ago, defeated Bram Snepvangers (2nd, GP Tours, a number of top 32 PT finishes) to win the tournament.
Top 8 and notable pros finals standings:
1 Benedikt Klauser   NecroDonate
2 Bram Snepvangers   Oath
3 Kai Budde          NecroDonate
4 Martin Zuercher    NecroDonate
5 Ben Ronaldson      NecroDonate
6 Daniele Canavesi   Three Deuce
7 Mario Pascoli      Survival
8 Lionel Benezech    PandeBurst
10 Justin Gary       Oath
18 Olivier Ruel      TradeSurvival
19 David Price       R/B Sligh
20 Olle Rade         Stasis
23 Trey Van Cleave   CounterSliver
24 Dominik Hothow    NecroDonate
For complete coverage of GP Florence tournament click here: www.wizards.com/sideboard/event.asp?event=GPFLO00
Coming up: PT Chicago and Chicago Masters Series
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20011102223737im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/MASTERSNY00/Images/511.jpg]On Thursday night, world's top 32 pro players will compete in Invasion Booster Draft format for a prize purse of $150,000. Although 30 invitations have already been issued, uninvited players with 6 or more Pro Tour points will have a chance to compete for the remaining two slots in a single elimination Gateway tournament.
Pro Tour itself will begin on Friday. Pros will finally unveil their Standard decks, creating a metagame for smaller level tournaments. If the State Championships held earlier this month are any indication, popular archetypes will include R/G Fires, Rebels, NetherGo, U/W Control, R/B Discard and a few others.
Look for live coverage of PT-Chicago and the Masters Series on The Sideboard, starting tomorrow.
Pro Tour Player of the Year Race Update
We will update and post actual standings after Pro Tour: Chicago. In the meantime, pro players have attended a number of Grand Prix tournaments over the course of last month and a half in a never-ending quest for pro tour points.
	[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20011102223737im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/PTNY0001/Images/780.jpg]PT-NY champs, Potato Nation 


With only one Pro Tour behind us, its winning team Potato Nation is still on top of the standings. Scott Johns has secured a lead over his teammates with Top 16 and Top 4 GP finishes, earning him a total of 30 points so far this season. Gary Wise picked up a single point, barely missing out a Top 16 at GP Dallas and opting to do event coverage for The Sideboard at several other events rather than play. He is at 25 points, a single point ahead of Mike Turian who hasn't attended any GPs over the course of the season.
A number of pros are regulars on the Grand Prix circuit these days. Here is a brief overview of how they did since the start of the new season.
Kai Budde is back. Having dominated the 1998-99 GP season with 3 wins and a 2nd place finish, he then had a streak of poor finishes and near misses that lasted throughout last season and into the beginning of this one. Budde lost heart to the point of choosing not to attend GP Helsinki because of its Sealed Deck format. However, he managed to make a comeback this weekend, placing in the Top 4 of GP Florence.
On top of the Grand Prix game so far this season is Noah Boeken. Last year's European Champion began his Grand Prix success at the end of the 1999 season with at Top 8 finish in Copenhagen. He followed it up with another Top 8 in Manchester and won GP Helsinki. Boeken did not attend GP Florence.
	[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20011102223737im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/MI00/776.jpg]Boeken vs. Fuller at the Invitational 


Ryan Fuller has logged the most miles so far, traveling to events in Europe and Asia. Although he missed a money finish in Florence (42nd), he made up for it with a Top 4 in Kyoto and several other high finishes.
It has been a mediocre season for me so far. I was in strong contention for the Top 8 in Sapporo, Manchester and Buenos Aires, but had to settle for two Top 32 and a Top 16 finishes. Not too bad, but combined with a poor finish at PT NY it leaves me far outside of the Player of the Year race contention.
It has been a season of close calls Mike Pustilnik, another one of the pros who began traveling to foreign GPs this season. He finished 17th in Manchester, 33rd in Dallas and 9th in Buenos Aires. Despite these near misses, Pustilnik picked up a number of points this season with a Top 4 finish in Porto and a Top 32 in Phoenix, and is getting close to the coveted 35 points necessary to get onto the Masters series.
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20011102223737im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/MI00/949.jpg]Zvi Mowshowitz is in danger of falling off the Masters Series and has used the Grand Prix to catch up a bit. He picked up 3 points by placing in the Top 8 of GP Manchester and grabbed a point with a Top 32 in Helsinki. Mowshowitz elected to spend the weekend preparing for Pro Tour Chicago rather than travel to either Europe or South America. Over the next few days, we'll see whether his time investment is going to pay off.
Best of the Net
On Star City, Greg Janson presents an excellent submission that discusses how a PTQ-level player seeking to advance might best learn from his or her play mistakes. The article is titled Sufficiently Random: Learning From Mistakes, and can be found here: www.starcitygames.com/news/Magic/001124janson.html
Play of the Week
This week's play comes from the Magic Invitational in Sydney. In 15th round, Jon Finkel faced off against Mike Long playing their Type 1 decks. Finkel pulled off the following monstrous play, quoted directly from Randy Buehler's match report:
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20011102223737im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/obliterate_will_twist.jpg]"Eventually Finkel Mystical Tutored for Yawgmoth's Will and set up one of the most degenerate combos the worlds has ever seen: first he cast OBLITERATE, the uncounterable spell from Invasion that blows up all lands, creatures, and artifacts. Then he played out the two Moxes and Black Lotus he was saving and used them to cast YAWGMOTH'S WILL. The Will allowed him to put the other 3 Moxes plus the Lotus back into play and then he played Tolarian Academy from his graveyard. With all that mana he used Mind Twist to knock Long's entire hand away and then Stroked himself for five. Surprise, surprise, Finkel was able to win from that position."
Winning this match guaranteed Finkel a spot in the finals. He went on to defeat Ben Rubin to win the title.

Got an interesting story to tell, or a play of the week for us to publish? Please e-mail me at ashv@concentric.net
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